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(Re)Imagining Content-Area Literacy Is about … 

Themes from chapters 1 & 2 -  

Main idea 

 
 

Students aren’t receiving quality reading 
instruction they need to succeed in their 
school or lifelong careers. 

 
 

“Monies have decreased and research 
support is negligible for adolescent 

readers.” (pg 6) 

 
 

“Teachers in science, history, and other 
content areas are frequently reluctant to 
accept an instructional emphasis that fuses 

reading with content.” (pg 7) 

 
 

“The assumption [is that] that normal 
students in normal programs should enter 
subject matter classrooms knowing how 
to read.” (pg. 7) 

 
 

“Teachers with Arts and Sciences majors often develop 
a mindset to convey a body of information to students, 
view reading as a simple mechanism for dispensing 
information to students and see no reason to provide 

instruction in reading and learning with text.” (pg 8) 

Main Idea 

 
 

Students need more than just a lecture on the 
“right” answer; they need instruction on how to 
get to their own answer. To do this, teachers 
must make their objectives clear and also model 
the steps to accomplish the goal. 

 “Learning is not simply reading the assigned 
pages, answering the end-of-chapter 
questions and listening to the teacher 

present what has already been said.” (pg 11) 

 
 

“Teachers [should] become role models by explaining how 
they comprehend something; that is, a reporting of the 
mental operations involved in their comprehension of a 
particular text. Students can then repeat the process in 

order to comprehend on their own.” (pg 11) 

 
 

“Debriefing does not cover content alone, but also entails 
checking out the process students used to comprehend the text 
in relation to what was modeled for them. As students become 
more adept, the demonstration and guidance that teachers 
provide should be faded so students can be moved toward 

independence in their reading and learning.” (pg. 12) 

 
 

“Students use special materials unrelated to the texts that 
students are assigned to learn in their regular classes. This 
approach, like most skill-centered programs, fails because 
students also need to be taught how to transfer skills from 

one material to another.” (pg 10) 

Main Idea 

 
 

In today’s world, technological literacy is just 
as important as a more “classic” 
understanding of literacy, therefore, 
educators are responsible for fitting this 
material into their teaching practices.  

 “Being literate in today’s world requires the 
application of conventional reading and 
writing skills to software applications and the 

complicated universe of cyberspace.” (pg 22) 

 
 

“We believe that the promise of technology is 
real but also that it will not be realized until 
there is a universal commitment to integrate 

technology into the curriculum.” (pg 30) 

 
 

“Computers have been common in public 
schools for more than 25 years, and they are on 
the verge of being ubiquitous… 69% of American 
homes have one or more personal computer with 
Internet access.” (pg 20) 

 
 

“Only 2 teachers in 10 are serious users of technology in 
the classroom, and half of all teachers make no use of 
technology at all. In addition, computers are used primarily 
to support low-end applications, such as word processing, 
that mirror rather than alter and improve existing teaching 
practices.” (pg 21) 

Main idea one summary- Students need a great deal of both instruction and practice in literacy across all contents with support from all teachers in order for them to surpass the basic skill of comprehension to 
reach higher order skills such as evaluation and synthesis of materials. 
Main idea two summary- For students to truly understand and be able to apply content material and skills across other disciplines or in a real world way, they need to learn not only the product, but the process 
by which the product is reached; in most cases, this requires the teacher to model skills as well as having students reflect on their own work. 
Main idea three summary- The world around us runs on technology and the technological skills needed by everyone in today’s world are a critical part to the teaching practices among any and all disciplines. 

 


